[Expression of the gene for hybrid beta-lactamase pBR322 with C-terminal fragment containing tuftsin (Thr-Lys-Pro-Arg)].
A hybrid beta-lactamase gene with a synthetic tuftsin-coding DNA fragment inserted at the Pst I-site of pBR322 plasmid has been obtained and its expression has been studied. Radioactive amino acids have been used to show that in E. coli chi 925 minicells up to 30% of newly synthesized chimeric protein is secreted into periplasm providing the tuftsin transport. After hybrid protein cleavage with CNBr, tuftsin has been isolated using ion-exchange and thin-layer chromatography.